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East Fallowfield Historical Commission 

Unapproved Meeting Minutes 

April 4, 2018 

 

2018 Historical Commission Members: 

Joe McCormick, Chairman Arthur DeLeo Lee Schlingmann Becca Hunt     Chad Peterson 

Sue Monaghan, Secretary Fred Bissinger Buddy Rhoades Connie McLaughlin 

I. Call to Order 

• Meeting called to order at 6:35pm 

II. Meeting attendance 

Joe McCormick, Sue Monaghan, Chad Peterson, and Connie McLaughlin present.  Absent:  Fred 
Bissinger, Lee Schlingmann, Becca Hunt, Buddy Rhoades, and Arthur DeLeo.  Quorum was not 
met.   

 

III. Discussion – Open Issues 

• As there was not a quorum of members, no official votes were taken during the meeting.  
There was discussion on several issues which is summarized below. 

• 2960 Strasburg Road – renovation of the historic resource and former one-room schoolhouse 

had been started, but was left incomplete, and the project abandoned.  The structure is now in 

danger of demolition by neglect as it has been left unprotected from the effects of weather and 

intrusion by vermin or unauthorized entry by trespassers. 

I. There has been some work observed at the structure.  Vinyl replacement windows 

have been installed (which do not replicate original windows and would not have 

been recommended by the EFTHC).  Entry doors seem to have been secured, and a 

general clean-up of the property has been undertaken. 

• People’s Hall –  a Class I historic resource which is included in the Ercildoun Thematic District 

(National Register of Historic Places), built in 1845 by the abolitionist group, East Fallowfield Anti-

Slavery Society to hold their meetings, subsequently being home to various groups and meetings 

in the Township.   

I. There are property records of EFT historic resources compiled by Peg Young and 

Jane Davidson that have been stored in the building.  The EFTHC would like to 

have these records returned to the Township as they have no relationship to the 

Peoples Hall, and the Township had paid a consultant involved in the preparation 

and research included in these documents.  Joe McCormick will pursue this with 

the Peoples Hall Board of Trustees. 

II. Fundraising efforts to save the property are ongoing. 

• 38 Rokeby Road – Class II resource  
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I. Lee Schlingmann provided a photograph of the structure indication the extensive 

renovation work which has commenced. 

• 118 Brandywine Creek Road – a Class II historic resource included kin the Township’s inventory 

of historic resources, described as a foursquare built approximately 1920, and formerly known as 

the Elvin House.  

I. The EFTHC had previously recommended the issuance of a building permit to add a 

deck to the rear of the structure.  The EFTHC was contacted by the Code Enforcement 

Officer advising that the owner had decided to construct a patio instead of the 

previously submitted deck.  As the proposed patio made no attachment or alteration 

to the existing structure, the Code Enforcement Officer was advised that the EFTHC 

takes no exception to the change to a patio and did not need to review any plans. 

• Chester County Historic Preservation Network (CCHPN) 2018 Spring 

1. Several handouts from the workshop were distributed to the attendees including 

information on researching historic properties by Jane Davidson (Steps to 

Researching your Old Building in Chester County), and preservation ordinance design 

guidelines prepared by CCHPN (Guidelines for Guidelines).  Copies of the documents 

are attached to these minutes. 

 

IV. Discussion - New Business 

• Historic Resource Ordinance 

i. Joe McCormick discussed a conversation he had had with BOS members pertaining 

to a revision of the EFT Historic Preservation Ordinance.  There has been 

discussion regarding engaging a consultant to prepare a revised ordinance. 

ii. The PHMC is preparing to issue sample ordinance guidelines in April or early May, 

Joe McCormick suggested that no action be taken until the new guidelines are 

published to understand what the Commonwealth will be suggesting for 

preservation ordinances. 

iii. It was requested of the BOS that the EFTHC be included in the decision-making 

process for revising the ordinance and consultant selection. 

• The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

i. Many preservation ordinances, including EFT refer to the Standards as a reference 

for renovation of historic structures.  It was discussed that it would make sense for 

the EFTHC to acquire a set of standards for reference.  Cost is nominal. 

• NAPC Annual Membership – annual membership fee is due.  Meeting attendees felt it 

should be renewed. 

 

V. Adjourn Meeting – meeting adjourned at 7:20pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joe McCormick 
Joe McCormick 

Chairman 
East Fallowfield Historical Commission  
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Photo by Lee Schlingmann – 03/30/18 

38 Rokeby Road Renovation 
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